
School Grounds and Operations as p
Environmental Teaching Tools



1. Schools’ and their occupants’ impact on 
the environment; 

2. Schools’ environmental and behavioral 
impact on occupants; and 

3. How schools teach students about the 
environment and sustainability to prepare 
th f iti hi d l t ithem for citizenship and employment in 
the 21st century. 



A Means To Use Existing Resources toA Means To Use Existing Resources to 
Achieve Current National Goals…

…And Schools and Students’ goals



Green Ribbon Schools is not
an additional or new set ofan additional or new set of 
priorities for schools.  

Green Ribbon Schools ties 
together current programs g p g
and goals. 



More InformationMore Information

Website, Blog, Facebook, Email



Eco‐Schools USA

• 42,000 schools 
globally

• 760 schools in U.S.760 schools in U.S. 
to date

• 3 500 by 2014• 3,500 by 2014

• Seven steps 

• Eight pathways 

• Measurable results 



Schoolyard HabitatsSchoolyard Habitats 

• 4,050 Schools 

• 6,000 by 2014

• Curriculum and 
volunteer support

• Wildlife gardening 

• Measurable results 



Lanier Middle School VALanier Middle School, VA



Maryland Public SchoolMaryland Public School 
Construction 

Interagency Committee on School 
C t tiConstruction

Maryland State 
Department of 

Education

Maryland 
Department of 

Planning

Department 
of 

General

Public School 
Construction 

Program Education Planning General 
Services 

g



MARYLAND POLICIES AND 
INITIATIVESINITIATIVES

Conserving and Enhancing the Natural    
Environment on School Sites

Burleigh Manor Middle School, Howard County
7th Graders Planting a Bioretention Area

Mary Harris “Mother” Jones Elementary, 
Prince George’s County

Wetlands Environmental Study Area



MARYLAND POLICIES AND 
INITIATIVES

Tri‐annual meetings among school district facility planners 

Quince Orchard High School, Gaithersburg, MD
Montgomery County

319 KW photovoltaic power purchase agreement 
(PPA) system 



MARYLAND POLICIES AND 
INITIATIVESINITIATIVES

The High Performance Buildings Act of 2008

Evergreen Elementary, 
St. Mary’s County



Promoting Green and Sustainable 
Investments in PennsylvaniaInvestments in Pennsylvania 

Schools



Sustainable Buildings As 
Teaching Tools

Middle School
Radnor Township School District

Literacy Center
Springfield School District



Increasing Energy EfficiencyIncreasing Energy Efficiency

Energy Management Control 
SystemsSystems 

New Elementary School
Warwick School District



Promoting School Gardens:
Healthy Foods—Locally Grown

Great Valley School District  




