
Oysters are filter feeders that clean the water, and the reefs they 
build provide habitat for blue crabs, fish, and other Bay species. 
But our oysters are in trouble—because of disease, poor water 
quality, habitat loss, and other pressures, less than 1% of the  
historic oyster population remains. 
The Maryland Department of Natural Resources, NOAA, and U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers want to rebuild oyster populations and help the species that depend 
on oyster reefs by restoring up to 200 acres of oyster reefs in the Tred Avon 
River oyster sanctuary by:
•	 Developing a tributary oyster plan based on science to guide restoration 
•	 Planting oysters on existing reefs and building and seeding new reefs on 

historic oyster bed footprint
•	 Using observation buoys and profilers to monitor water quality
•	 Researching how fish use oyster reefs as habitat

The group has developed a draft tributary oyster plan of when and where  
reefs will be constructed or enhanced. Because the Tred Avon is fairly small, 
potential restoration sites span the width of the river. 

We invite you to learn about the plans—and we need your  
input to make the project a success!

Open house information, including the draft tributary oyster plan, will be avail-
able at www.chesapeakebay.noaa.gov/oysters/oyster-restoration-in-tred-avon.

Comments on the draft plan may be submitted by November 22 to chesapeake.
oysters@noaa.gov. Feel free to email with questions, too!
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