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National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration

NOAA Chesapeake Bay Office

The NOAA Chesapeake Bay Office (NCBO) strives to achieve its vision of a healthy and
productive Chesapeake Bay ecosystem by providing science, service, and stewardship to support Core programs:

the protection and restoration of the Bay. » FEcosystem science

and synthesis

Who We Are Environmental

NCBO experts apply NOAA’s wide range of capabilities to help address the literacy ﬂ’?d

problems and challenges of natural resource management in the mid-Atlantic partnerships
region. NCBO’s programs enable an integrated approach to ecosystem

management, enabling scientists and resource managers to examine
some of the Bay’s interconnected elements and ensuring that watershed
residents understand the Bay ecosystem.

What We Do

Fisheries

Expanding the understanding of fish populations in the Chesapeake
Bay to ensure a balanced and healthy ecosystem by conducting and
supporting research and monitoring, and coordinating policy.

Oysters

Supporting restoration of oyster reefs, which provide needed
habitat for a variety of Bay species, through funding, policy, and
scientific support, and by quantifying benefits restored reefs provide.

Observations
Maintaining the Chesapeake Bay Interpretive Buoy System, 10 buoys that
collect and relay near-real-time data to users for a variety of purposes.

Environmental Literacy

Supporting work to incorporate watershed education into state and local
education policy and enabling use of best science in K-12 and nonformal
education.

Climate
Facilitating information exchange about climate issues among researchers, resource
managers, and planners, and incorporating climate into Chesapeake Bay Program work.

Choptank Habitat Focus Area
Focusing work from multiple NOAA offices in the Choptank River (Eastern Shore) watershed,
highlighting science and research, restoration, and community engagement.
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NCBO’s Role in the Chesapeake Bay Program
Since 1984, NOAA has been a partner in the Chesapeake Bay Program, a watershed
restoration partnership. NOAA’ role in the Chesapeake Bay Program ranges from
collaborating on overarching guidance through NOAA Office of Habitat Conservation
participation in the Principals’ Staff Committee; to planning, priority-setting, and
operational guidance as part of the Management Board; to providing scientific subject-
matter expertise within the Bay Program’s fisheries, habitat, environmental literacy, and
climate resiliency teams.

In 2014, the states in the Chesapeake Bay watershed, along with the District of
Columbia, the Chesapeake Bay Commission, and the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency (on behalf of the federal government) signed the Chesapeake Bay Watershed
Agreement. The Agreement set 10 goals for Bay watershed protection and restoration.

NOAA is the lead agency for outcomes that fall under several Agreement goals:

*  Under the Sustainable Fisheries goal, NOAA leads the blue crab abundance and
management, oyster restoration, forage, and fish habitat outcomes.

*  Under Vital Habitatsy NOAA leads the fish passage outcome.

*  Under Environmental Literacy, NOAA leads the students, sustainable schools, and
environmental literacy planning outcomes.

*  Under Climate Resiliency, NOAA leads the monitoring and assessment and
adaptation outcomes.

NOAA also participates in work toward the Citizen Stewardship and Toxic
Contaminants goals.

Our Locations

Maryland Virginia

NOAA Chesapeake Bay Office Building 2

410 Severn Avenue, Suite 207A 439 West York Street
Annapolis, Maryland 21403 Norfolk, Virginia 23510
410-267-5660 757-441-6746, x201

NOAA Chesapeake Bay Office
Cooperative Oxford Laboratory
904 South Mortris Street
Oxford, Maryland 21654
410-226-5193
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NCBO Mission

Focusing NOAA’s capabilities in science, service, and
stewardship to protect and restore the Chesapeake Bay.
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